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In January 2007, Microsoft launched Windows Vista to the education sector. At this time, the majority of 

schools were making use of Windows XP (see charts below), rather than previous versions such as 

Windows 2000 or Windows 98SE.  Windows XP, has been especially popular for use in laptop computers, 

where over 85% of 

laptops used this OS by 

the end of 2006.  

From the beginning of 

2007, schools were able 

to install Windows Vista 

on school computers. 

Many schools have made 

an assessment as to how 

and when they are likely 

to invest in this new operating system. Last year’s survey suggested around 17% of primary and 11% of 

secondary schools would load Windows Vista on new PCs during 2007.  

Secondary school adoption has been slightly higher, while primary schools are less likely to have installed 

the OS on school computers.  
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Views on the future use of  Windows Vista  

Nearly a fifth of primary schools indicate that any 

new PCs purchased in 2008 will have Windows 

Vista installed. 28% of primary schools have 

reviewed Windows Vista and plan to invest during 

2009.  

In secondary schools, 31% of heads of IT indicate 

that Windows Vista will be reviewed in 2008 but 

no investment will be made until 2009. Seventeen 

percent suggest that any new PCs purchased in 

2008 will have Vista installed as standard.  

A further 15% look set to upgrade existing PCs 

with Windows Vista. This leaves 37% with no plans 

to upgrade in 2008 or 2009. 

The key reasons for adopting Windows Vista 

commonly relate to its ease of use and added 

functionality. For those not currently prepared to 

adopt Windows Vista, key reasons centre on the 

need to have peripherals with updated drivers and 

the requirement for more powerful PCs to run the 

new features—such as the Aeroglass interface. 
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Chart: Plans for integrating Windows Vista into schools 

ICT 2008 outlook Primary Secondary 

ICT budgets / ex. content £14,600 £63,500 

Desktops (av. units) 32 198 

Laptops (av. units) 18 75 

Internet bandwidth 2.9Mbps 15.8Mbps 

Curriculum content £3,800 £14,200 

Peripherals/Networks £2,900 £12,000 

Computers £6,200 £30,900 

Chart: Primary & secondary school OS use in 2007 — % of all computers 
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